COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

CLASS SPECIFICATION

	CLASS TITLE:  FORENSIC AUTOPSY TECHNICIAN

	TITLE CODE:  4060
	GROUP:  HEALTH SCIENCE AND LABORATORY

	SELECTION METHOD:  100% QUAL      REV. 08-98

NO. OF TEST QUESTIONS:

SELECTION ID:  8620                         EXAM NO.
	SALARY:  (MIN-MID)  $2206.92 - $2923.38
GRADE:  11

SPECIAL ENTRANCE RATE:  No

	POSITIONS IN THIS CLASS GENERALLY REPORT TO:  MEDICAL EXAMINER

	PRIMARY USER AGENCY:  JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY CABINET

	

	CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CLASS:  CHARACTERISTICS OF A CLASS ARE GENERAL STATEMENTS INDICATING THE LEVEL OF RESPONSIBILITY AND DISCRETION OF POSITIONS IN THAT JOB CLASSIFICATION.

	Under supervision of the State Medical Examiner’s Office Forensic Pathologist, performs a variety of well-defined procedures by assisting forensic experts in processing complex cases requiring advanced forensic techniques.  Assists forensic pathologists and forensic anthropologists, odontologists and criminalists in conducting medicolegal autopsies; and performs other duties as required.



	MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:  MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS ARE COMPREHENSIVE STATEMENTS OF THE MINIMUM BACKGROUND AS TO EDUCATION, EXPERIENCE, AND OTHER QUALIFICATIONS WHICH WILL BE REQUIRED IN ALL CASES AS EVIDENCE OF AN APPOINTEE'S ABILITY TO PERFORM THE WORK PROPERLY.

	EDUCATION: High school graduate.

	

	EXPERIENCE:  Must have one year of experience as an autopsy technician, licensed embalmer, sworn law enforcement officer,  certified coroner or deputy coroner.

	

	SUBSTITUTION CLAUSE:   

	

	EDUCATION:  Certification as a radiological technician, medical laboratory technologist or an operating room technician or  licensure as a practical nurse or  registered nurse will substitute for the required experience.  Certification as an emergency medical technician supplemented by four years experience will substitute for the required experience. A bachelor’s degree in a biological science or criminal justice will substitute for the one year of required experience.

	

	EXPERIENCE:  None

	

	SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:  (AGE, LICENSURE, REGULATION, ETC.) 

	None


	EXAMPLES OF DUTIES OR RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CLASSIFICATION:  EXAMPLES OF DUTIES OR RESPONSIBILITIES ARE NOT TO BE CONSTRUED AS DESCRIBING WHAT THE DUTIES OR RESPONSIBILITIES OF ANY POSITION SHALL BE AND ARE NOT TO BE CONSTRUED AS LIMITING THE APPOINTING AUTHORITY'S ABILITY TO ADD TO, OR OTHERWISE ALTER THE DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF A POSITION.  THE USE OF AN INDIVIDUAL EXPRESSION OR ILLUSTRATION AS TO DUTIES OR RESPONSIBILITIES SHALL NOT BE REGARDED AS EXCLUDING ASSIGNMENT OF OTHERS NOT MENTIONED WHICH ARE OF SIMILAR KIND OR QUALITY.


Receives and makes calls relating to conducting medicolegal autopsies.  Receives, documents and releases decedents undergoing medicolegal autopsies into/from the morgue and transports bodies to/from morgue and to/from autopsy suite.  Lifts bodies on to and off of fixed autopsy tables to gurneys.  Prepares appropriate instruments for conducting a medicolegal autopsy.  Selects appropriate forms, diagrams and containers and prepares labeling for containers and laboratory submission slips.  Assists forensic personnel in photographing of wounds, injuries and distinguishing body characteristics.  Assists in the collection of trace evidence and in the maintenance of the chain of custody of all evidence collected.  Insures that indicated x-rays are taken and developed, either by operating available equipment or notifying appropriate personnel.  Assists in dissecting the body, including evisceration and the removal of the brain and spinal cord when indicated.  Assists with proper collection and storage of body fluids for chemical tests, the retrieval of appropriate tissues for specific tests and the removal of foreign bodies and material for evidentiary purposes with maintenance of chain of custody and delivery to law enforcement officials and other proper authorities.  Cleans and restores body to its former state of integrity for release, disposes of tissues according to established procedures, and collects and stores tissues in fixed or fresh condition, as appropriate.  Cleans autopsy suite and autopsy instruments making sure they are in proper working order after completion of the medicolegal autopsy.  Insures maintenance of an adequate stock of necessary equipment and supplies for conducting medicology autopsies.  Adheres to standard universal precautions regarding body fluids and biologic materials.  Maintains autopsy suite and storage areas in a neat and safe condition.
	TYPICAL WORKING CONDITIONS AND UNIQUE PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS:  INCUMBENTS IN THIS CLASSIFICATION WILL TYPICALLY PERFORM THEIR PRIMARY JOB DUTIES UNDER THESE CONDITIONS, HOWEVER, THESE CONDITIONS MAY CHANGE ON OCCASION IN PERFORMING THE DUTIES OF AN INDIVIDUAL POSITION.


The work requires standing for long periods of time and assisting in lifting dead bodies.  May have some contact with contagious diseases.  Regular handling of sharp surgical instruments.  Regular exposure to noxious odors and chemicals.

	ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS:  


Applicants and employees in this classification may be required to submit to a drug screening test and background check.  

	DATE CLASS ESTABLISHED:  08/16/1998
	DATE OF LAST REVISION:  08/16/2010

	THE COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE ON THE BASIS OF RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, NATIONAL ORIGIN, SEX, AGE, DISABILITY, OR VETERAN STATUS IN EMPLOYMENT OR OTHER PROVISION OF SERVICES.  REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS ARE PROVIDED UPON REQUEST.


