Kentucky
Pioneer Memorial
In June 1934, President Franklin D. Roosevelt dedicated the Pioneer Memorial in Harrodsburg, Kentucky. With this monument, the
United States government recognized Kentucky for its importance in the development and expansion of the nation.
Harrodsburg, founded by pioneer James Harrod, was the first permanent settlement West of the Alleghenies. Congress appropriated a
huge sum of $100,000 for the creation of the Pioneer Memorial to commemorate George Rogers Clark’s campaign during the Revolutionary War. Sculptor Ulric Ellerhusen was chosen from seventy-three competitors who competed for the opportunity to create a
sculptural design which symbolized the courage and spirit of heroic pioneers.
The monument’s dedication was national news, with the President’s speech printed on the front page of the New York Times. It
marked the culmination of a decades-long effort to bring tourists and attention to Harrodsburg. At a time when Harrodsburg had a
population of just over 4,000 residents, an estimated 40,000 people filled the park for the dedication ceremony.
In his remarks, President Roosevelt called for a renewal of the spirit of the American forefathers to face the challenges of the Great
Depression. Roosevelt described those in attendance as “the pioneers of 1934.” He proclaimed, “We, too, are hewing out a
commonwealth – a commonwealth of the States which we hope will give to its people, more truly than any that has gone before, the
fulfillment of security, of freedom, of opportunity and happiness which America asks and is entitled to receive.” “The President’s
Harrodsburg Speech,” New York Times, November 17, 1934.
This sculpture is the original artist’s rendering which
was donated by sculptor Ulric Ellerhusen to the Filson
Historical Society in the 1930’s. We are sincerely grateful to the Filson Historical Society and Curator Jim
Holmberg for their assistance and opportunity to bring
sculpture with a direct connection to Kentucky’s history to all who pass through the State Office Building.

